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Look inside for detailed info about this 
summary, important safety information and 
disclaimers, and walkaround advantages.
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Top Tacoma Advantages 
Over Frontier 

Though Tacoma consistently sells in greater numbers, Nissan’s Frontier is frequently on many 
compact truck customers’ shopping lists. The current-generation Frontier made its debut as a 
2005 model, and returns for 2010 with standard side and side curtain airbags and 
other detail improvements. While it doesn’t compete with Tacoma in all three 
cab sizes (Frontier doesn’t offer a Regular Cab), Frontier’s key features are 
solid and it’s a close competitor for Tacoma. But a closer look 
highlights significant Tacoma advantages that help explain 
why Tacoma has been the unchallenged class sales leader 
since its introduction.
This Edge compares these two compact pickups, and 
highlights Tacoma’s many strong points. Be sure to watch 
the Tacoma vs. Frontier Edge Live in the Resources section 
of eShowroom for even more useful information.

•	 IntelliChoice® award winner
IntelliChoice® honored 2010 Tacoma with “Best 
Overall Value of the Year—Compact Pickup 4x4” and 
“SmartChoice Retained Value.”   

	� GreAT UTIlITy
Tacoma offers impressive functional utility.
•	Higher tow rating 

When equipped with the V6 engine and available 
towing package, Tacoma 4x4 Double Cab out-pulls the 
comparable Frontier 4x4 model.

•	Wider stance, better maneuverability 
Even with its wider, aggressive-looking wheel track, 
Tacoma still out-maneuvers Frontier with a tighter 
turning circle.

•	 Tough composite cargo bed 
Tacoma’s rugged Sheet-Molded Composite (SMC) cargo 
bed resists dents and won’t rust.

	� SAFeTy
Tacoma’s impressive list of standard safety features 
includes items you won’t find on Frontier.
•	Advanced braking technology 

Tacoma has standard Brake Assist (BA), a feature not 
offered on Frontier, even as an option. 

•	Better NHTSA frontal crash rating 
All Tacoma models have five-star frontal crash test 
ratings. You can’t say the same for Frontier. 

See page 6 for more information on 
Tacoma Access Cab. 

	� FUel-eFFICIeNT VVT-i POWer
Tacoma’s advanced DOHC VVT-i V6 and four-cylinder 
engines blend efficiency and performance. 
•	Better V6 ePA-estimated fuel economy 

All Tacoma V6 models with five-speed automatic 
transmission have superior EPA-estimated fuel 
economy vs. comparable Frontier V6 models.

•	Better four-cylinder power and ePA-estimated  
fuel economy 
Not only does Tacoma’s 2.7-liter four-cylinder engine 
deliver more horsepower and torque than Frontier’s 
four-cylinder, in 4x2 models, it also has superior EPA-
estimated fuel economy. (See page 6 for more info.)

	� leGeNdAry VAlUe
Tacoma is considered the gold standard for compact- 
pickup value, and it has the credentials to back up  
that status.
•	 extra Value Packages (eVPs) 

Popular features are bundled into affordable packages 
that save customers money.

•	 lowest predicted ownership costs 
According to IntelliChoice®, 2010 Tacoma owners may 
save thousands of dollars over five years of ownership.

•	Better predicted residual value 
Automotive Lease Guide predicts Tacoma will retain its 
value better than Frontier (2010 models).

Nissan Frontier

2011 Tacoma
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Frontier comes in two cab sizes: King Cab, which is comparable to Tacoma 
Access Cab, and Crew Cab, which goes up against Tacoma Double Cab. 
There is no Regular Cab Frontier. There are four model grades, starting 
out with the stripped-down XE and stepping up through the better 
equipped SE and LE to the off-road-themed PRO-4X.
Here’s a look at some of the major features of the Frontier range:

XE (MSRP $18,340)1

Engine

2.5-liter 16-valve DOHC 4-cylinder

Transmissions

5-speed manual
5-speed automatic (optional)

Driveline

4x2

Cab

King

Standard Features

Driver and front passenger  
dual-stage airbags
Side airbags
Side curtain airbags
Manual door locks
Manual windows 
Manually adjustable  
exterior mirrors
15-inch steel wheels
4-wheel anti-lock brakes
Audio pre-wiring with 4 speakers

Compare to

Tacoma Access Cab 4x2 4-cylinder 
5MT (MSRP $20,455)1

Nissan Frontier at a Glance

LE (MSRP $25,720)1

Engine

4.0-liter 24-valve DOHC V6

Transmission

5-speed automatic

Drivelines

4x2
4x4

Cabs

King
Crew

Chassis

Standard wheelbase, Long wheelbase 
(available in Crew Cab)

Standard Features (in addition to those 
on the SE)

Power door locks
Chrome door handles
Tube side steps
Foglights
Trip computer
Cruise control
Leather steering wheel
Keyless remote entry
First aid kit
Power driver’s seat
Driver’s manual lumbar support
Spray-in bedliner
Bed rail caps
Utili-Track™ bed channel system
18-inch alloy wheels
Chrome power-adjustable  
exterior mirrors
Power windows with driver  
one-touch down

Compare to

Tacoma PreRunner Access Cab 4x2 
V6 5AT (MSRP $23,550)1

PRO-4X (MSRP $27,160)1

Engine

4.0-liter 24-valve DOHC V6

Transmission

5-speed automatic

Drivelines

4x2
4x4

Cabs

King
Crew

Chassis

Standard wheelbase

Standard Features (in addition to 
those on LE):

Rear locking differential
Body-color bumpers
Body-color door handles
Skid plates
Body-color grille
Bilstein® gas-charged shock absorbers
16-inch alloy wheels
Body-color power-adjustable  
exterior mirrors

Compare to

Tacoma PreRunner Access Cab 4x2 
V6 5AT with TRD Off-Road Extra 
Value Package (MSRP $26,385)1

SE (Starting $20,440)1

Engines

2.5-liter 16-valve DOHC  
4-cylinder (4x2)
4.0-liter 24-valve DOHC V6 (optional in 
4x2; standard in 4x4)

Transmissions

5-speed manual (4-cylinder)
6-speed manual (V6)
5-speed automatic (optional)

Drivelines

4x2
4x4 (V6)

Cabs

King
Crew

Chassis

Standard wheelbase
Long wheelbase (available in  
Crew Cab)

Standard Features  
(in addition to those on the XE)

AM/FM/CD audio system with  
6 speakers
Manual air conditioning
Tilt steering column
16-inch steel wheels
Sliding rear window

Compare to

Tacoma Access Cab 4x2 4-cylinder 
5MT (MSRP $20,455)1

Nissan Frontier
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Better V6 EPA-estimated  
fuel economy

	� FUel-eFFICIeNT VVT-i POWer

Tacoma Double Cab 4x4 V6 5AT 
with TRD Off-Road Extra Value 
Package has better EPA-estimated 
fuel economy than Frontier Crew 
Cab PRO-4X 4x4.

	� leGeNdAry VAlUe

Extra Value Packages (EVPs)

2011 Tacoma Double Cab 4x4 V6 5AT 
with TRD Off-Road Extra Value Package

2010 Frontier Crew Cab 4x4 
PRO-4X V6 5AT

MSRP1 $27,835 $29,860

Options
TRD Off-Road Extra Value Package (OC): 
$3820 less $950 EVP discount; net MSRP 
$2870

Pro-4X Truck Value Package: 
$1970

Similarly equipped MSRP1 $30,705 $31,830

Bilstein® gas-charged shock absorbers TRD Off-Road EVP Standard

Hill Start Assist Control (HAC)3 TRD Off-Road EVP Standard

Downhill Assist Control (DAC) 3 TRD Off-Road EVP Standard

Steering-wheel audio controls TRD Off-Road EVP Pro-4X Truck Value Package

Cargo-area power outlet  
with 115-volt inverter TRD Off-Road EVP Not Available

Backup camera4 TRD Off-Road EVP Not Available

Electrochromic interior rearview mirror TRD Off-Road EVP Not Available

Compass TRD Off-Road EVP Not Available

Exterior temperature display TRD Off-Road EVP Not Available

Sliding rear window TRD Off-Road EVP Not Available

2011 Tacoma Double Cab V6 4x4 with the TRD  
Off-Road Extra Value Package includes many desir-
able features you can’t get on 2010 Frontier Crew 
Cab PRO-4X 4x4—even though the Nissan’s similarly 

equipped MSRP is higher. The Pro-4X 4x4 requires the 
addition of an optional package to help it equal the 
Tacoma Double Cab V6 4x4 with TRD Off-Road Extra 
Value Package.

Tacoma  
double Cab Advantages
A Closer Look

2011 Tacoma Double 
Cab 4x4 V6 5AT with 
TRD Off-Road Extra 
Value Package

2010 Frontier 
Crew Cab 4x4 
PRO-4X V6 5AT

EPA-estimated fuel economy,  
city (mpg)2 16 14

EPA-estimated fuel economy, 
highway (mpg)2 20 19

Tacoma Double Cab
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	� leGeNdAry VAlUe

lowest ownership costs

IntelliChoice®5, an industry expert in vehicle ownership costs, illustrates how Tacoma may save its owner 
more than $5,500 compared to Frontier during the course of five years of ownership. (Most recent 
available data shown.)

2010 Tacoma Double Cab  
4x4 V6 5AT

2010 Frontier Crew Cab  
4x4 PRO-4X V6 5AT  

Total 5-year ownership costs $34,190 $39,704

Overall IntelliChoice® 
value rating

Excellent Average

Better predicted residual value 

Tacoma holds a residual value advantage over Frontier. This means Tacoma may be worth more when it 
comes time to trade it in. According to Automotive Lease Guide6 (7/10), the industry benchmark for residual-
value forecasting, in this 2010-model matchup (the most recent available), Tacoma pulls ahead. (Information 
valid through 07/10.)

2010 Tacoma Double 
Cab 4x4 V6 5AT

2010 Frontier Crew Cab 
4x4 PRO-4X V6 5AT Tacoma Advantage

Predicted 3-year residual value 49% 44% 5%

Predicted 4-year residual value 43% 38% 5%

Predicted 5-year residual value 37% 34% 3%

Best Overall Value of the 
Year – Compact Pickup 4x4

SmartChoice  
Retained Value

IntelliChoice® award winner

In recognition of Tacoma’s value and retained 
value, IntelliChoice®5 gave the 2010 Tacoma (the 
most recent year evaluated) two awards. 

	� GreAT UTIlITy

V6 towing and payload advantages

When both trucks in this example are equipped with the available towing packages, Tacoma V6 
can out-pull Frontier V6 or can carry more payload.

2011 Tacoma Double Cab 
4x4 V6 5AT with TRD Off-
Road Extra Value Package

2010 Frontier Crew Cab 
4x4 PRO-4X V6 5AT Tacoma Advantage

Tow capacity, max. (lbs.)7 6400 6100 300

Payload, max. (lbs.)8 1295 1112 183

A Closer Look

Tacoma  
double Cab Advantages
A Closer Look

Tacoma Double Cab
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	� GreAT UTIlITy

Wider stance, better maneuverability

Tacoma Double Cab has a longer wheelbase, wider wheel track and tighter turning circle than the 
comparable Frontier model, as the example here illustrates. Tacoma’s longer wheelbase and wider stance 
help ride and handling, and its tighter turning circle improves maneuverability in tight quarters.

2011 Tacoma Double Cab 4x4 V6 5AT 
with TRD Off-Road Extra Value Package

2010 Frontier Crew Cab 4x4 
PRO-4X V6 5AT

Tacoma 
Advantage

Wheelbase (in.) 127.4 125.9 1.5

Wheel track, front/
rear (in.) 63.0/63.4 61.8/61.8 1.2/1.6

Turning circle, curb-
to-curb (ft.) 40.7 43.3 2.6

Tough composite cargo bed

Tacoma is ready to get to work—or serious play—with a rugged, dent-resistant composite bed that won’t 
rust. Frontier has a steel bed with a spray-in bed liner.

2011 Tacoma Double Cab 4x4 V6 5AT 
with TRD Off-Road Extra Value Package

2010 Frontier Crew Cab 4x4 
PRO-4X V6 5AT

Sheet-Molded Compound (SMC) 
composite bed Standard Not available

	� SAFeTy

Advanced braking technology

2011 Tacoma Double Cab 4x4 V6 5AT 
with TRD Off-Road Extra Value Package

2010 Frontier Crew Cab 4x4 PRO-4X V6 
5AT

Brake Assist9 Standard Not available

Tacoma’s standard Brake Assist9, part of the standard Star Safety System™, is designed to detect sudden 
or “panic” braking and adds the full pressure needed to help prevent a collision. Frontier doesn’t offer 
this advanced feature.

Better NHTSA frontal crash-test rating

Frontier Crew Cab only has a four-star NHTSA driver/passenger crash-test rating. Tacoma Double Cab has a 
five-star rating10, the maximum possible, just like all Tacoma models. (Most recent available data shown.)

2010 Tacoma Double Cab 2010 Frontier Crew Cab

NHTSA frontal crash test 
rating driver/passenger10 5 star/5 star 4 star/4 star

Tacoma  
double Cab Advantages
A Closer Look

Tacoma  
double Cab Advantages

Tacoma Double Cab
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	� CAB-TO-CAB COmPArISON

TACOmA ACCeSS CAB VS. FrONTIer KING CAB
In addition to relevant items on Page 1, Tacoma Access Cab has the following advantages over 
Frontier King Cab:

Extra Value Packages (EVPs) 

Tacoma Access Cab offers available Extra Value Packages (each discounted by $950) that include a long 
list of popular features at a special package price. Frontier doesn’t offer comparable packages.

• SR5 Extra Value Package
• TRD Off-Road Extra Value Package
• TRD Sport Extra Value Package

2011 Tacoma Access Cab 4x2
4-cylinder 4AT

2010 Frontier King Cab XE 4x2 
4-cylinder 5AT

Engine 2.7-liter DOHC VVT-i 4-cylinder 2.5-liter DOHC CVTCS 4-cylinder

Horsepower @ rpm 159@5200 152@5200

Torque (lb.-ft.) @ rpm 180@3800 171@4400

EPA-estimated fuel economy,  
city/highway (mpg)2 19/25 17/22

Better four-cylinder power and EPA-estimated fuel economy

Tacoma Access Cab’s 2.7-liter four-cylinder engine is more powerful than the comparable Frontier 
powerplant and also has superior EPA-estimated fuel economy2 when both vehicles are equipped with 
automatic transmission.

Better NHTSA frontal crash-test rating

Frontier King Cab only has a four-star NHTSA driver crash-test rating. Tacoma Access Cab has a five-star 
rating10, the maximum possible, just like all Tacoma models. (Most recent available data shown.)

2010 Tacoma Access Cab 2010 Frontier King Cab

NHTSA frontal crash test rating 
driver/passenger10 5 star/5 star 4 star/5 star

Tacoma  
Access Cab Advantages
A Closer Look

Tacoma Access Cab
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Tacoma Walkaround
Compare Tacoma to Frontier

When Tacoma Double Cab’s rear seatbacks are folded down, 
it creates a large, flat cargo deck with a durable, easy-to-
clean hard surface. Frontier Crew Cab’s rear seats have cloth 
backing that may be more easily soiled or damaged.

Tacoma vs. Frontier

Tacoma Double Cab has convenient covered storage 
beneath the rear seat, perfect for small items. 
Frontier Crew Cab has open bins covered by nets. 

Tacoma vs. Frontier

Tacoma Double Cab’s rear doors have large window 
openings for excellent ventilation. Frontier Crew 
Cab’s rear window openings are much narrower. 

Tacoma vs. Frontier

Tacoma Double Cab has additional storage space 
behind the rear seatback; Frontier Crew Cab lacks 
this useful feature. 

Tacoma vs. Frontier

Tacoma  
Access Cab Advantages
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Log onto www.Toyota-eShowroom.com, 
then click “Resources.” 





Select Edge Series. View and/or print this 
document — as well as any Edge or Hot 
Sheet from the University of Toyota.

For more information about Tacoma, 
check out the Tacoma sections in eSource 
and Pocket Source. Tacoma 4x4 Access Cab with available TRD Off-Road Package, accessory front skid plate, tube steps and bed extender
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FeatureS & BeneFitS
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†PleaSe See “cautionS” Section For imPortant additional inFormation on thiS Feature.

2 0 1 0  t A C o m A   i   t o y o t A  e s o u r C e  B o o K

capability to get it done 
Tacoma offers up to 1640 lbs. of payload†, up to 6500 lbs. of towing capacity†, up 

to 9.5 in. of ground clearance and comes with a standard Automatic Limited-Slip 

Differential. With available 4-wheel drive, Tacoma has the capability for any job.

serious cargo hauling Another part of Tacoma’s capability is its cargo-hauling ability. Tacoma features a 

standard fiber-reinforced sheet-molded composite (SMC) bed deck, deck rail system 

with 4 adjustable tie-down cleats and removable tailgate for smart and easy securing 

of cargo. 

Typical Toyota value The standout when it comes to midsize pick-up trucks, Tacoma excels in many areas. 

Whether it’s utility, performance, comfort, safety or anything else customers expect 

from their pick-ups, Tacoma does them all quite well, for a price customers can 

justify. Plus, owners can expect ownership costs to be minimized thanks to Tacoma’s 

impressive fuel economy, build quality and resale value.

shape shifter with many grades and features 

Tacoma comes in 3 cab styles: Regular, Access and Double, and offers 2 stand-out 

trim styles aside from Base: X-Runner and PreRunner. Tacoma also offers owners 

the choice between a 4-cylinder and V6 engine, 2- or 4-wheel drive and enhanced 

comfort features.
extensive standard safety features 

Tacoma features Toyota’s Star Safety System™ which includes Anti-lock Brake 

System, Electronic Brake-force Distribution, Vehicle Stability Control†, Traction Control 

and Brake Assist†. Owners also get 6 standard airbags† and Access and Double Cab 

models get standard front active headrests† for even more occupant protection.

 2010 tacomaWhen it comes to midsize pick-
up trucks, Tacoma is at the head 
of the pack. Tacoma gives owners 
great performance and still delivers 
impressive fuel economy with either 
its torquey 4-cylinder or beefy V6. 
Plus, it delivers smart utility features 
and functionality to get the job done 
and a well-appointed interior for cabin 
comfort. 
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 5 reaSonS to BuY a tacoma

Feature

2009

2010

sand Beige (43) interior

Available for Silver Streak Mica (1E7) and 
Magnetic Gray Metallic (1G3) Not available for Silver Streak Mica (1E7) 

and Magnetic Gray Metallic (1G3)

 What’S neW For 2010

Welcome to tacoma
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5 Reasons To Buy a Tacoma

Capability to get it done

serious cargo hauling

typical toyota value

shapeshifter with many grades and features

extensive standard safety features

1
2
3
4
5

 wHat’s new For 2010

•  sand beige interior no longer available with silver streak mica 

or magnetic grey metallic exteriors

Look for this icon      and red typeface to easily identify neW 

features or changes for 2010. 

For hands-on feature 
comparisons, be sure to 
watch the Edge Live videos 
on eShowroom.

1 MSRP includes delivery, processing and handling fee. Excludes taxes, license, title and available or regionally required equipment. Actual dealer price may 
vary.  2 2010/2011 EPA mpg estimates. Actual mileage will vary.  3 Hill Start Assist Control (HAC) is designed to help minimize backward rolling on steep 
ascents. Downhill Assist Control (DAC) is designed to help the driver maintain vehicle control and speed on steep, downhill descents. Neither system is a 
substitute for safe driving judgment and practices. Factors including speed, grade, surface conditions and driver input can all affect whether DAC and HAC 
will be effective in preventing a loss of control. Please see your Owner’s Manual for further details. Automatic Transmission models only.  4 The backup 
camera does not provide a comprehensive view of the rear area of the vehicle. You should also look around outside your vehicle and use your mirrors 
to confirm rearward clearance. Cold weather will limit effectiveness and view may become cloudy.  5 2010 IntelliChoice.com; IntelliChoice is a registered 
trademark of Automotive.com, LLC.  6 2010 Automotive Lease Guide, Inc. (ALG.com)  7 Before towing, confirm your vehicle and trailer are compatible, 
hooked up and loaded properly and that you have any necessary additional equipment. Do not exceed any Weight Ratings and follow all instructions in your 
Owner’s Manual. The maximum you can tow depends on the total weight of any cargo, occupants and available equipment.  8 Payload includes the weight of 
occupants, cargo and options; limited by weight distribution.  9 Brake Assist is designed to help the driver take full advantage of the benefits of ABS. It is not 
a substitute for safe driving practices. Braking effectiveness also depends on proper brake-system maintenance and tire and road conditions.  10 NHTSA 2010 
Five-Star Rating. Driver and passenger frontal crash test. Ratings are only meaningful when comparing vehicles in the same weight class. 

Competitive Comparison reflects most current information available for stated model year vehicle. Competitive vehicle data sourced from Polk Price & 
Specifications Professional (formerly Automotive Information Center) and from competitor Web sites May 2010. All information is believed to be correct at 
date of printing and is subject to change without notice.

Information accurate as of 7/1/10

Check out Toyota-eShowroom for access to this 
Edge Competitive Comparison series and more...


